(tV()pW7TOV a7To()aVEtV V7TEP 'rOU oAaou--a direct reference to Jn 11, 50. It is precisely this cOUnsel which led the High Priests and Pharisees to decree the death of Jesus (11,53). The position of the event recorded in Jn 11,47ff in the Book of Signa, the great theological interest given to the words of Caiaphas, the fact that Jesus' death sentence is pronounced on this occasion and under the leadership and counsel of the High Priest, indicate that Jn intended this meeting of the Council to be the official conclusion of the "trial" of Jesus by the Jews '--which is spread over the whole of his public ministry.
THE CHARGE THAT JESUS IS AN ENEMY OF THE JEWISH NATION

A) Jn 11,48
V. 48 states that, if Jesus is left unhindered, all will believe on him;5 as a result, the Romans will co me and take away both the Temple 6 (city of Jerusalem) and the nation.
It is not obvious just in what way belief on Jesus should bring about the destruction of the Jewish nation. The commentators are almost unanimous in affirming that J esus is being represented as a political Messiah by the Jews. 7 Were such a Messiah to gather universal support, the Romans would intervene and deprive the J ews of their Temple worship and national existence. These authors give great importance to the role the Romans play in v. 48. The intervention of the Romans must be motivated and the most obvious explanation is to suppose that the Jews are interpreting the messiahship of Jesus as they did at Jn 6,14f. However, such a view of Jesus' messiahship is far removed from Johannine christology and, even as a misconception of the J ews, is out of place so late in the Gospel 8 (the accusation during the trial before Pilate is a false accusation, the true charge being that Jesus made himself Son of GOd).9
There is another avenue of approach to Jn 11,48 which, in our estimation, leads to an interpretation which is more in keeping with the intention of the evangelist. Our point of departure is that it is the evangelist who is speaking and who is attributing to the Jews
